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VERTIGO 


MEANWHILE, IN 
THE BIGGEST 
COURTYARD OF 
FABLETOWN 
RESTORED... 
= : 


THE ANIMAL 
BRIDEGROOM 
IS HOME! _ 


eirsush a ner 
Glass Darkly $f | 


Bill Willingham: writer-creator Mark Buckingham: pencils — 
| Steve Leialoha: inks (2-3, 6-7, 10-1), J4-J5, 18-19) a | 
: Andrew Vepoy: inks (J, 4-5, 8-9, 12-53, 16-17, 20) = | 
Lee Loughrisge: colors s& s& Gregory Lockaré: assoc. ed. 
Ine Todd Klein: letters Lc ue oe a Hous: editor Lal 


E 


My father, the Big Bad Wetf 
y and ; 


y SETTLE DOWN, 
ANIMAL. WE'LL GET TO 
THE HUFFING AND PUFFING, 
RENDING AND STABBING. 
ALL IN GOOD TIME. 


A DUEL THIS 
IMPORTANT SHOULD 
HAVE A MODICUM OF 
RITUAL ATTACHED TO 
ITS OPENING -- SOME 
= \ REFINEMENT, IF YOU 
WILL. 


GOING To ¥ 
KILL YOU, 
Boy! 4 


ONE WOULD 


CERTAINLY ASSUME 


AS MUCH, COMPARING 
US SIDE BY SIDE. 


BUT I 
MAY SURPRISE 
you. 


Wi A 
y VERMIN'S 
PURPOSE 
IS TO 
DIE. 


YOU'RE 


HOLDING YOURSELF 
TO THAT RIDICULOUS 
MARRIAGE 
PROMISE? 


SEE? 
I KNEW 
SHE'D COME }. 
AROUND. 


, I MADE 


OF COURSE W A SACRED VOW 
NOT. THAT'S TO BE THE ONE TO 
HORSESHIT. , END HIS MISERABLE 
LIFE, AND I MEAN 4 
TO KEEP IT! 


YOU AREN'T 
FORSWORN IF 
EVENTS INTERVENE 
BEFORE YOU CAN 
CARRY OUT YOUR 
OATH. 


DAMMIT, 


GO ON, 
BIGBY! YOU Viren! HAVE YOUR 


WAY! BUT MAKE IT 
SOME- J 
ene QUICK! 


DIES NOW. IT'LL 
GRANT THAT 
MUCH. 
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BUT SNOW'S 
DOOMED! 


HOW THE HELL 
SHOULD I KNOW? FIND A 
WAY! YOU'RE OUR MAGICAL 
GUNSLINGERS. BREAK THE 
SPELL THAT TRANSFERS F 
INJURIES FROM BRANDISH 
e TO SNOW! 


WE DON'T HAVE A FEW 
DAYS. IN A MINUTE OR TWO 
BIGBY IS GOING TO CHOMP THE 
PIG PRINCE AND THEN SNOW'S 

> GONE, TOO! 
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GIVEN TIME I THINK T 
COULD DO IT. EVEN NOW I'M 
EXAMINING THE SPELL'S 

WARP AND WEAVE, WHICH 
IS REMARKABLE. 


I THINK I 
COULD UNRAVEL IT IN 
AF 


I HAVE AN 
IDEA. WHAT IF WE 


‘\ THE SPELL, BUT 
ADP To IT 


INSTEAD2 


I MIGHT BE GIVE US SOME 
ABLE TO BUILD IN WIGGLE ROOM 
A DELAY BETWEEN BETWEEN THE MOMENT 
CAUSE AND WHEN THE WOLF KILLS WHATEVER 
EFFECT. THE MAN AND THE SAME THAT 1S, DO 
2 HAPPENS TO SNOW. THAT! 


B 


I CAN 
E SMALLER 
TOO! 


you \ 
CAN'T HARM \ 
WHAT YOU CAN'T } 


AND NOW 
I'VE GOT THE 


MEASURE OF 
Ee YOu, BIGBY. & 


AND 
WHYSOEVER 


NO SHOULD T 


ALLOW IT2 


YOU'LL 
NEVER LAY A 


El paw on ME BUT 


THAT LON 


: 
THE FOOD ‘ 


WAS ODE, BUT I 


Z a & cc 
THEY'RE CALLED CHIL/IDOGS, NY ARE YOU READY TO RESUME, OR & 
A SPECIAL CUISINE TREASURED " WOULD YOU LIKE TO REST FIRST? 
BY OUR AUGUST KING, AND ONLY , MY PRINCIPAL AND I ARE IN NO HURRY. 
OFFERED TO HIS MOST 4 BEST TO DO IT RIGHT, RATHER 
FAVORED GUESTS. _ «is = THAN FAST, NO? 


CONTINUE. WE SU 
WERE DISCUSSING Je] 
THE DOWRY. dai 


q 


ON THIS POINT. YOUR PRINCIPAL'S DOWRY TO I'VE TAKEN THE 
GEPPETTO MUST INCLUDE AT LEAST LIBERTY OF LISTING A FEW 
THREE MAGICAL TREASURES SUGGESTIONS. 


EYOND PRIC, ‘ 
Beene ler A GOLDEN 
. VY) CHALICE CONTAINING 


THE TEARS OF THE NINE 
THOUSAND GODS OF 
LOST LEMUR 


YES, AND I'M AFRAID I CAN'T COMPROMISE = a 


A CHINA CUP HAND-_ 
PAINTED BY THE THRICE- 
DEPARTED SHADE OF 
HONOROMI! ONO 
ISU. 


FORGIVE 
MY INTERRUPTION, 
LORD SHERIFF, BUT 
WHY IS A LOWLY 
WOODCARVER i 
DESERVING OF 
SUCH IMPOSSIBLE J 
RICHES? 


BECAUSE, - 
) LADY OF THE DEPTHS, 
S WOODCARVER THOUGH 
lds HE MAY HAVE BEEN, HE 
SS is AVY THING BLT 
LOWLY. i JUST TO 
7 NAME BUT ONE AMONG 
HIS MANY POMPS AND TITLES, 
HE WAS LORD OF THE BOXERS, 
, WHO BOXED MORE THAN TEN 
THOUSAND VERY REAL GODS 
> AND MONSTERS. 


iY TELL ME, LAKE, HOW Sue 
CLOSE DID THEY COME TO \ MUST BE HONORED, NO MATTER Jig 
CATCHING YOU? “HOW DARK AND TERRIBLE AMA 
y THE SOURCE OF IT. - 


I'LL CONFESS, 
I HAD TO GO DEEP TO 
ESCAPE THEM. 


—— ion IT'S THE 
BEST MAKE cure Wh » ace aN A 
TORY O : 
MY ABSENT in he” ; CONTEST OF SUPERIOR 
HAT IS OFF TO YOU, 
LORD OF FURY. % 2 MEANTIME, SYN) //\ anv RAW TALENT HONED 
YOU ARE SEE HOW I PRICK ‘ BY CENTURIES OF 
TRULY DEATH Sha 4 AG A FOE BER / \ “TRAINING, OVER / 
ON FOUR STOUT ANP THERE. , 4 


AH, Ww 
FROM YOU AND \ ¢aiienenred| NS , b- STILL, we acre a /N , RAGE. 
I SEE THAT I'm |@ wt } DON'T YoU aN 5 i! 


2 iy, —e froR “Se 
FT | Z PY OW  @ °/ eCwILizeo man N 
aw tn AS - WILL EVER TRIUMPH 
=, he a Ae 
o Wy exe FORCES 
AX LET THE fy) / OF NATURE. THAT'S 
MAGIC OF MY a) ALL OF HISTORY IN 
BLADE INVADE ! A NUTSHELL. 
YOU BY INCRE 


OUTCOME 


I HAVE.., 
SOMETHING. 


ARE ~ A FEW 
YOU GETTING LOOSE THREADS 
IT DONE? 


WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 
QUIT SPEAKING GOBBLEDY- ( ; THIS 
GOOK AND TELL ME SOME- f YOU AREN'T V WOULD PROBABLY GO 
THING REAL. bf HELPING, | BETTER WITHOUT THE 
li ROSE RED. INTERRUPTIONS. 


YOU DO 
YOUR JOB AND 
T'LL DO MINE. 


NOW WHERE “ 


YOU THOUGHT OF THIS. 
SO MUCH FOR TWINS READ- 
ING EACH OTHER'S 
MINDS. 


HAPPENED TO 
YOUR ARM? 


4 


YOU'R 
SLOWING DOWN, 
WOLF LORD. 


MOVING 
IN FITS AND 
STARTS. 


BONES 
KNITTING? 


YOUR 
SINEWS LOSING 
THEIR FLEX AND 


I USE IT 
ONLY RARELY, 
WHEN TI WANT TO 
DECORATE My 
PALACE WITH / 
INTERESTING / \ 


ART. 


MEMENTOS 
OF MY FAVORITE 
BATTLES. “" 


MAGIC OF BLADE * 
AVICTRIX |S TAKING 
EFFECT. 


, THE SWORD 
THAT IS ACTUALLY A 
HUNDRED MAGIC WEAPONS 


OVER THE AGES INTO THE 
ONE WHICH RULES THEM 
IS PERHAPS MY 
FAVORITE ITERATION 
OF ALL. IT'S CALLED 
MARM/IMAGO 
VASCULARIUS. 


La Si 5 


we? &™ VA 


A CRYSTAL EAR I eer GLASS 
STATUE! ! THIS TIME, HMMM? 
. IDE: ! INTRIGUING. 


SOMETIMES 
IT'S STONE, SOME- 
TIMES IRON. EVEN 
GOLD, ONCE OR 
TWICE. : 


> First oF 
( ALL, WE DON'T 
FALL APART. 


BUT HE'S-- 
BIGBY HAS TO 
BE DEAD! 


NEXT: THE BIG BREAKUP! 


